St Swithun’s, Hither Green

Easter Day
Dawn Service

The Lord is Risen!

ALLELUIA!
Sunday 4th April 2021, 6am

Introduction
Sisters and brothers, on this most holy night, in which our Lord
Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, the Church calls
upon her sons and daughters, scattered throughout the world, to
come together to watch and pray. If we keep the memorial of the
Passover of the Lord, listening to his words and celebrating his
mysteries, then we shall have the sure hope of sharing in his
triumph over death, and living with him in God. As we await the
risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in
history, recalling how God saved his people in ages past, and in
the fullness of time sent Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, to
show the depth of his love.
Let us pray that through this Easter celebration God may bring to
perfection in each of us the saving work he has begun.
Silence

Reading 1: God creates the world Genesis 1:1-5, 26-27
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day. Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind
in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them.
Send forth your spirit, O Lord
And renew the face of the earth
How many are your works, O Lord
In wisdom you have made them all
Silence

Reading 2: The Fall Genesis 3:8-13, 22-24
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at
the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees
of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to
him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’
He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten
from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man
said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me
fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the
woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The
serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said, ‘See, the
man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now,
he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life,
and eat, and live for ever’— therefore the Lord God sent him forth
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was
taken. He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of
Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to
guard the way to the tree of life.
Have mercy on us, O God, in your great goodness
according to your mercy, blot out our offences
Show us again the joy of your salvation
and give us the comfort of your help again
Silence

Reading 3: God frees the Hebrew slaves Exodus 14:15-29
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the
Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out
your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go
into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the
Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain
glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and
his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the
Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his
chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ The angel of God who was

going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them;
and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its
place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the
army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and
it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the
sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into
dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the
sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their
right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the
sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from
the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea,
so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their
chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth.
As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into
the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them
into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked
on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them
on their right and on their left.
I will sing to the Lord, glorious his triumph
Horse and rider he has thrown into the sea
The Lord is my strength and my song
He has become my salvation
Silence

Reading 4: The prophets prophesy the redemption of Israel
Isaiah 66:10-13
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her;
rejoice with her in joy, all you who mourn over her—that you may

nurse and be satisfied from her consoling breast; that you may
drink deeply with delight from her glorious bosom. For thus says
the Lord: “I will extend prosperity to her like a river, and the
wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall
nurse and be carried on her arm, and dandled on her knees.
As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be
comforted in Jerusalem.
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets
For the Lord desires love and not sacrifice
Knowledge of God rather than burnt-offerings

Service of the First Light of Easter
Gathering around the Easter fire.
O God, who through your Son bestowed upon the faithful the fire
of your glory: sanctify this new fire, we pray, and grant that, by
these paschal celebrations, we may be so inflamed with heavenly
desires, that with minds may pure we may attain festivities of
unending splendour through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Paschal candle is decorated with grains of incense.
Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, Alpha and
Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages; to him be glory and
power, through every age and for ever. Amen.
By his holy and glorious wounds may Christ our Lord guard and
keep us. Amen.
The Paschal candle is lit by a taper from the Easter fire:
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from
our hearts and minds.
All go into church safely following the candle:
The light of Christ
Thanks be to God

The Paschal candle is placed in its stand.
All the church candles are lit from the Paschal candle.

The Exsultet
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices
we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God,
through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who has saved us
by his death, paid the price of Adam’s sin, and reconciled us once
again to you.
Glory to you for ever.
For this is the Passover feast, when Christ, the true Lamb of God,
is slain whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful.
Glory to you for ever.
This is the night when you first saved our ancestors, freeing Israel
from her slavery and leading her safely through the sea.
Glory to you for ever.
This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, broke the
chains of death and rose triumphant from the grave.
Glory to you for ever.
This is the night when all who believe in him are freed from sin,
restored to grace and holiness, and share the victory of Christ.
Glory to you for ever.
This is the night that gave us back what we had lost; beyond our
deepest dreams you made even our sin a happy fault.
Glory to you for ever.

Most blessed of all nights! Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin
is washed away, lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to
joy.
Glory to you for ever.
Night truly blessed, when hatred is cast out, peace and justice
find a home, and heaven is joined to earth and all creation
reconciled to you.
Glory to you for ever.
Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy accept our
sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering. Grant that this
Easter Candle may make our darkness light. For Christ the
morning star has risen in glory; Christ is risen from the dead and
his flame of love still burns within us! Christ sheds his peaceful
light on all the world! Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever!
Amen.

The Easter Acclamation
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
We ring our bells and make a merry noise!

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to all people on earth.

The Collect
God of glory,
by the raising of your Son
you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;
for a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands open
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Gospel Luke 24: 1-12
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb,
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body.
While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling
clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must
be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise
again.” Then they remembered his words, and returning from the
tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter
got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had
happened.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Mother Juliet

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here. His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to
give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father, and on this night of
our redemption to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your
wonderful works. For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ,
your risen Son, has conquered the powers of death and hell and
restored in men and women the image of your glory. He has
placed them once more in paradise and opened to them the gate
of life eternal. And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and
heaven resound with gladness, while angels and archangels and
the powers of all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by
the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was
betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you
thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Praise to you Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death,
Rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of
our redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup and we
thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and
serve you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one
in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Saint Swithun and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for
ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and
in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be
yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in Heaven;
Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come;
Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the Kingdom
The power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Jesus says, I am the bread of life,
whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Lord, our hearts hunger for you;
give us this bread always.

Agnus Dei
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace

Giving of Communion

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Alleluia! Let us celebrate the feast!
Communion will be brought to you in one kind. Please stay seated in
your place whilst we come to you safely – alternatively a prayer can
be said at a physical distance with you as we move around the church.

Silence is kept.

Prayer after Communion
God of Life,
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son
to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection
have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
grant us so to die daily to sin,
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Dismissal and Blessing
The Blessing
God the Father,
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;
and the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be with you this day and for ever.
Amen.

The Dismissal
With the risen life of Christ within you,
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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